The assassination attempt the most of this medical testimonv. He became pikin that the defendant w 8 indeed go-to rest his defense sn the p u n that he was insane at the M e he committed the act, the IITmes was incredulous: "The facts, meager as they are, would seem to warrant the conclusion that whatever eccentricity there may have been in the man's behavior, there has been so much of 'method' in itsuch symptoms of foresight, prudence, deliberation, and desip, that it can hardly have been the conduct of a madman."
It turned out, however, that it was a good deal easier to convict the defendant in the court of public opinion than in a court of law. At the trial, the prosecutor made a valiant effort. He stressed that "the public safety requires that the insanity defense should not be too readily listened to; and, above aIl, the public safgty q u i r e s that the atrocious nature of the act itself should not fonn any ingredient in that defense." There are few crimes committed, England, who had read the Emes of medical witnesses who testi: fied that the act of the defendant had been committed while he was under a delusion and that the shooting was "a canying out of the preexisting idea which had haunted him for years ." The doctors also pointed out that it was -re+ of the case assiduously and who was not without fears that some day she might catch a bullet herself, was so upset by the , outcome of the case that she . -wrote to the national leader who . .
was the intended victim of the " -.
. 
